LAND 3 – Emergency Action and Public Safety Technical Study Plan

Potential Resource Issue:

Public safety. 

Project Nexus:

The presence, operations or failure of a Project facility could affect public safety.
Potential License Condition:

· Emergency Action Plan, as required by FERC
· Public Safety Measures
Study Objectives:

· Describe PCWA’s Emergency Action Plan (EAP), including emergency action procedures that are followed in the event of an actual or potential Project facility failure. 
· Describe PCWA’s planning efforts and response activities related to emergency situations not covered under the EAP. 

· Describe how PCWA communicates and coordinates with the State, federal and local agencies during emergency events in the vicinity of the MFP.

· Describe PCWA’s public and worker safety measures
· Describe PCWA’s planning efforts and response activities related to incidents or emergencies involving the public, employees or contractors.
· Characterize the number, type and location of incidents and associated emergency response efforts that have occurred in the vicinity of the MFP
Extent of Study Area:

The study area will include the existing Project facilities identified in Table LAND 2-1, the developed Project recreation facilities identified in Table LAND 2-2, the potential Project betterments identified in Table LAND 2-3 and the dispersed concentrated use areas identified in Table LAND 2-4.  In addition, the study area includes the bypass and peaking reaches identified in Table LAND 3-1. 
Study Approach:

PCWA’s Emergency Action Plan (EAP)

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) requires a licensee to develop and maintain an Emergency Action Plan (EAP).  In general, the EAP covers incidents involving an actual or potential failure of a Project dam.  As part of this study PCWA will:
· Define PCWA’s role and responsibilities with respect to the FERC-required EAP.

· Describe how PCWA notifies and coordinates with the land management agencies and emergency response agencies in the event of an actual or potential Project facility failure that triggers the EAP.  

· Identify known potential Project facility failures that would warrant implementation of the FERC-required EAP. 

· Identify other situations that might trigger implementation of the FERC-required EAP, for example damage to a Project dam or associated support facility by a flood, a fire, or an earthquake.

· Describe the process by which the EAP is updated, including coordination efforts with the Placer County Office of Emergency Services (OES) and the land management agencies.
· Describe the integration of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) into the EAP or other Project-related emergency plans or procedures.

· Describe what types of regular inspections related to the EAP are required by FERC and how the results of these inspections are reported, including their frequency.  Identify the resource agencies that will be provided a copy of the report.
Project Emergencies not Covered under the EAP

· Describe PCWA’s planning efforts and how PCWA responds to Project-related emergency situations that are not covered under the EAP, for example a hazardous materials spill or a fire at a Project facility.
· Describe how PCWA notifies and coordinates with the land management agencies and emergency response agencies in the event of a Project related emergency not covered under the EAP.
Inter-agency Notification and Coordination in the Event of a Non-Project Emergency
· Describe how PCWA notifies or is notified by federal, State and local agencies in the event of a non-Project related emergency, for example, a catastrophic fire in the Project vicinity or an earthquake. 

Public and Worker Safety 

· Identify and describe the FERC’s regulations and requirements concerning public and worker safety.
· Describe how PCWA communicates with its employees and contractors who may be present in the vicinity of the Project during a non-Project related emergency, for example a catastrophic fire.

· Describe how PCWA communicates with the public, for example people using Project recreation facilities, in the event of an emergency in the vicinity of the MFP.

· Identify and describe existing programs and measures implemented by PCWA that are aimed at protecting public health and safety, for example buoy lines, signage, and alarms.  The inventory will include a description of the condition of existing safety features including the materials and methods used to mount signs. 
· Identify and map the locations of existing designated helicopter landing sites in the vicinity of the MFP. 
· Describe how non-emergency situations are addressed, for example warnings regarding fluctuating flows.

Emergency Services
· Describe PCWA’s procedures for notifying emergency responders in the event of an accident or emergency in the vicinity of the MFP.  Emergency responders include:  1) the Placer County Sherriff’s Department; 2) Placer County Search and Rescue; 3) the USDA-Forest Service; 4) the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE); and 5) local fire departments.  
· Characterize and document (to the extent possible) the number, type and location of incidents that have occurred in the vicinity of the MFP. This effort will be conducted by reviewing existing records and databases maintained by the Placer County Sherriff’s Department, the USDA-FS, CDF and, local fire departments, and by interviewing representatives of these agencies.  

Schedule:

	Date
	Activity

	January through July 2008
	Collect and summarize existing data and information; review emergency response data bases; conduct interviews with emergency responders.

	June and July 2008
	Inventory public safety measures and features 

	August and September 2008
	Complete data analysis and prepare draft report 

	October 2008
	Distribute draft report to Land Management TWG

	October through December 2008
	Land Management TWG 90 day review and  comment period 

	January and February 2009
	Resolve comments and prepare final report

	March 2009
	Distribute final report to Land Management TWG and Plenary
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